
I continue to report on both new confirmed and new probable cases as reported by the DPH and as they appear in MAVEN, 

respectively.  Reporting on both of those numbers allows the best longitudinal comparison with past data and also most accurately reflects 

the incidence of new cases and thus the workloads of our town Public Health Nurses who carry out the contact tracing work.   
 
Daily new case number in Barnstable County continue at their post-autumn elevated levels. Our 7-day 
average cases per 100,000 population per day continues to rise and is 36/100K, with 7-day average cases 
per day of 76.  Yesterday afternoon the DPH reported 92 new confirmed cases for Barnstable County.  
 
Barnstable County's 3-day (12/9-12/11) new case tally peaked at 267 cases last week. 
 
Nantucket's 7-day average cases per 100,000 population remains very high at 175/100K (avg. 20 new cases 
per day) but is down from its high of 202/100K (avg. 23 new cases per day) last week.  However, yesterday 
afternoon the DPH reported 29 new cases for Nantucket. 
 
 
Martha's Vineyard's 7-day new case rate per 100,000 is climbing, recorded yesterday at 64/100K (avg. 11 
cases per day) which is up from 41/100K (avg. 7 cases/day) last week.  Tuesday afternoon the DPH 
reported 20 new confirmed cases for MV; an additional 3 cases were reported yesterday. 
 
During the 14-day period from 11/22 to 12/5/2020 Barnstable County added 840 confirmed cases, with a test 
positivity rate of 4.39%--higher than the prior two-week period.  During that same two-week period 
Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard jointly added 239 confirmed cases, with a test positivity rate of 5.84%--
higher than the prior two-week period.  Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket percent positivity figures remain 
higher than the statewide positivity rate of 5.25% during the same period. 
 
Fatalities from COVID are increasing in Barnstable County; the total is now 211.  Our fatalities have now 
climbed beyond the muted pattern of last summer and fall (see chart below).   
 
Hospitalizations and acuity of illness have increased very significantly since the second week of November 
and remain elevated.  Cape Cod Hospital and Falmouth Hospital have now suspended visitation of inpatients 
except under very limited circumstances (end-of-life, etc.). 
 
As of yesterday at 3pm the DPH's reporting shows that there were 39 COVID patients in hospital, 7 of which 
were in the ICU.  (See table below) 
 
School districts are staying vigilant and reacting well to new cases. Several school districts (Cape and 
Islands) are dealing with increased confirmed and probable cases and the necessary knock-on effects of 
information transfer and follow-up.  Several school districts on the Cape and Islands have move to 100% 
remote learning. 
 
 
Our County Health Department is working on setting up additional testing locations in Barnstable County for 
both symptomatic and asymptomatic persons--one in Falmouth at the Fairgrounds, one in Hyannis at the 
Melody Tent, and others on the Outer Cape (location TBD).  The Hyannis and Falmouth locations opened this 
week.  Eligibility criteria for the testing will includes residency in Barnstable County.  Testing will be done by 
appointment only.  Additional details can be found here: https://www.capecodhealth.org/medical-
services/infectious-disease/coronavirus/covid-19-testing-process/ 
 

https://www.capecodhealth.org/medical-services/infectious-disease/coronavirus/covid-19-testing-process/
https://www.capecodhealth.org/medical-services/infectious-disease/coronavirus/covid-19-testing-process/


DPH-mandated routine testing in skilled nursing facilities/long term care settings (SNF/LTC) continues.  This 
provides critical surveillance and allows these facilities to stay ahead of asymptomatic spread amongst staff 
and residents. Routine testing in SNF/LTC settings has increased to weekly for staff.   
 
In addition, the State's BinaxNOW rapid testing program (already available to schools) has been extended to 
visitors of nursing homes and rest home residents (LTC settings) to allow visitation of residents while limiting 
the risk of infection from visitors.  DPH has published guidance on this.  The program has also been extended 
to childcare centers and further information will be forthcoming. 
 
Among the charts below is DPH's weekly analysis of new and active case clusters. The table presents the 
number of cases by type of location, statewide.  I have sorted the DPH data to show the listing of cluster 
settings by greatest number of new confirmed cases.  The top 5 are listed here; the full table can be found 
below. 
 

 
 
In addition, the weekly town risk table for the Cape and Islands is included below.  This week the towns 
of Harwich and Yarmouth have joined Barnstable in being coded Red, indicating highest risk of community 
spread. 
 
Regionally case levels continue to increase, without exception.  Travel restrictions among all states in the 
Northeast Corridor have been mutually re-imposed; Hawaii is now the only state without travel restrictions. 
 
The State COVID Vaccination Plan for Phase 1 has been announced and conforms to the phases and 
prioritized populations identified by the CDC.  In Phase 1 of the State Plan healthcare workers, older adults 
living in skilled nursing facilities/congregate care settings, police/fire/EMS, shelters/corrections, and other 
healthcare workers will be prioritized for vaccination as doses become available.  We hope to see a 
prioritization of childcare staff alongside school staff in Phase 2.  First shipments of vaccine will be to 
hospitals across the state for vaccination of their workers.  The State has contracted with CVS and 
Walgreens to arrange vaccination of older adults in SNFs/congregate care. 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
   

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 
 
______________________ 
Vaira Harik, M.S.  
Deputy Director 

Barnstable County Dept. of Human Services 
Email:  vharik@barnstablecounty.org 
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