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     Mashpee  Invasive Species Guide     

Mashpee’s conservation lands include thousands of acres of open space for habitat protection and public 

recreation.  However, there are biological and human related problems that threaten the protection of Mashpee 

conservation lands; invasive plant species are one such problem.  Invasive plants have the ability to outcompete 

native plants, decimating native plant populations.  In Massachusetts invasive species are the second greatest 

threat to biodiversity after habitat destruction.  Over 200 native Massachusettes plants are being threatened by 

invasive species.  This guide gives descriptions and pictures of common invasive species in Mashpee to aid in 

identification and removal. 

The Difference Between Native, Exotic, and Invasive Plants 

Plants in an area can be divided into two main catagories: native and exotic.  Native plant species are those that 

are indigenous to an area, meaning they arrived in a region through natural habitat expansion without the aid of 

humans.  Exotic plants are those that have been introduced to an area by humans, either intentionally or 

unintentionally.  

Invasive plants are species that are extremely aggressive and outcompete native species, reducing biodiversity.  

Invasives can be either native or exotic plants, though they are mostly exotic plants with no strong native 

competitors in the new area.                                                                                                                                     

In order to be classified as invasive plants have the following characteristics:  

� Produces large amounts of seeds 

� Has effective methods of dispersal 

� Readily established 

� Grows quickly 

� Strong competitors 

** Removal of invasives is most effective after plants have produced leaves but before they flower. This will 

reduce spreading seeds.** 

 

References: 

� Harwich Conservation Commission Trust: 

http://www.harwichconservationtrust.org/pdfs/HCT_PLANT_ID_MGMT_GUIDE.pdf 

� New England Wildflower Society:                                                                          

www.newfs.org/protect/invasiv-plant 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plant Information and Pictures Courtesy of Harwich       

Conservation Trust 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


