
 

The Osprey 

Upcoming Events  

 Mashpee Public Library STEM Grant 

Collaboration: Pollinator Event Satur-

day, July 7th 

 Pollinator Garden Maintenance Days 

 Trail Maintenance Days 

 Nature Tours Every Saturday at 

9:00AM (schedule on website) 

 Volunteer Appreciation Events  

 New pollinator garden at Santuit Pond Pre-

serve 

 Significant storm damage on parcels from 

nor’easters/unprecedented groundwater 

levels 

 Johns Pond Clean-Up April 22nd and 28th 

 Mashpee Library STEM Grant Collaboration 

 Herring Run Season April to June 

 Americorp losing Bourne Housing, seeking 

options for next year; Important specialized 

stewards for us 

 Working with Town of Barnstable to finish 

mapping and marking Santuit Pond Preserve  

 Osprey pole repaired off Monomoscoy Is-

land 

 Interactive Trail Map available on Town web-

site 

 Received funding to repair Sampsons Mills 

Road Culvert to improve Santuit River as 

fish habitat, and to assess Johns Pond fish 

ladder; Both are part of the Cape Cod Wa-

ter Resources Restoration Project 

 Prescribed burning occurred on Town-

owned parcels off Holland Mill Road in 

May, part of New England Cottontail resto-

ration work, funded by MassWildlife’s Habi-

tat Management Grant 

 Childs River Restoration/Upper Quashnet 

Restoration are moving forward 

 One-day/week intern for summer  

Conservation Department Quick Update  
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IMPROVEMENTS TO  

CONSERVATION AREAS: 

AMERICORP PROJECTS 2017-2018 

Quashnet River Bank Stabilization Project: Using the 

technique developed by the Sea Run Brook Trout Coali-

tion/Trout Unlimited, Americorp staked woody debris 

and  backfilled with leaf/stick debris to stabilize a por-

tion  of the Quashnet River destroyed by ATV riders.  

Trail Steps off Timberlane Drive to Kayak Landing on 

Santuit Pond: Continuing a project from Eagle Scouts, 

Americorp helped finalize the kayak landing at 95 Tim-

berlane Drive for residents to use.  

Santuit Pond Preserve Improvements:  

Americorp added trail 

steps on the east side 

of the fish ladder, and 

fixed existing trail 

steps. We are also 

working with the Town 

of Barnstable on cre-

ating a trail map that 

marries both trail sys-

tems. 

Storm Damage Clean-Up:  We had many downed trees 

due to the wind storms over the winter, and the “four-

easters” in March. Americorp helped remove the major-

ity of these trees, and were more than happy to lend 

their services for this tedious endeavor. 

Quashnet River Culvert Clean-Up:  Frequently trash 

accumulates along culverts, and can find their way into 

our rivers and eventually, the ocean. Americorp helped 

clean the culvert under Route 151 where the Quashnet 

River runs. 

Mashpee River Wood-

lands Improvements:  

Americorp cleared the 

Thorpe Trail on the west 

side of the MRW. You 

can access this trail 

from the Quinaquisset 

parking lot, where you 

cross the river near 

Route 28/power lines. 



IMPROVEMENTS TO CONSERVATION AREAS: 

Mashpee Land Stewards Johns Pond Earth-Day Clean 

Up. Part of “Keep Massachusetts Beautiful: Great Mas-

sachusetts's Clean-Up” Events. PARTNERS: Mohawk 

4x4, Ron’s Excavating, and Zoe’s Pizza. Johns Pond is in 

the Mashpee National Wildlife Refuge. 

BEFORE AFTER 

The Appalachian  Mountain Club (AMC) also cleared trail 

side trash on April 22nd. With our combined efforts, this 

300+ acre parcel will  be the cleanest it has been in years! 

DPW helped scoop 

up some difficult 

piles with their front 

end loader after 

these clean-ups. 

Filled Over a 30-yard roll-off with 

trash, over 10,000 pounds! Map of area. Red line is route taken by AMC. 

The most formidable pile of trash….. 

…..like it never happened!!!!!!!! 



LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL INTIATIVES 

FEATURED CREATURE 

THE RINGNECK SNAKE  

(Diadophis punctatus) 

The ringneck snake is named for the yellow ring around its neck, 

and is one of the 14 species of snake found in MA. It’s typically 

found in moist wetlands (abundant in 

Mashpee), where it eats red-backed 

salamanders (see upper right). This 

snake is slender and small, usually 

measuring from 10-15” long. It lays up 

3-10, one-inch long eggs, in the spring 

or fall. It has smooth scales and a grey 

back. *Info from MassAudubon.org 
This snake was observed late June at the Pickerel Cove Conservation Area, part of 

the Mashpee NWR. 

We planted 7 crab apple trees and 7 viburnum shrubs at the Santuit Pond Preserve parking lot, and 

added more plants to the pollinator garden under the sign. These species were chosen for their surviva-

bility and value to wildlife.  

We are hosting Olivia MacFarlane (see picture above right), a recent graduate from the Upper Cape 

Tech, this summer for a once-a-week internship! She will help promote the Land Stewards and Herring 

Count Programs, and learn about our vast and varied habitats within Mashpee. Her focus in college will 

be secondary education and ecology; she wants to make the science behind the environment accessible 

while highlighting the relevance of these principles to our livelihood. 



 

AMERICORP APPRECIATION 

COOK-OUT 

WAQUOIT BAY NATIONAL ESTUARINE RESEARCH RESERVE 

HOSTED BY WBNERR, THE FRIENDS OF THE MASHPEE  NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE, 
AND THE TOWN OF  MASHPEE CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCE DEPART-
MENTS. WE COULD NOT MAINTAIN THE CONSERVATION AREAS WITHOUT SUCH A 

DEDICATED AND HARDWORKING GROUP OF PEOPLE, THANK YOU! 

Thank You Americorp! 



YOU NEVER KNOW WHAT YOU WILL FIND ON OUR CON-

SERVATION LANDS AND POLLINATOR GARDENS…..

…….Check it out! 

If you would like to Join the Mashpee Land Stewards, 

Please contact Assistant Conservation Agent Katelyn 

Cadoret at (508) 539-1400 ext. 8538, or at                                

kwcadoret@mashpeema.gov. 

 

You an also sign up online at : 

www.mashpeema.gov/conservation/mashpee-land-

stewards-program  


